how's your HEARING? 

BROS NAN 

Ear Clinic inc. 

W? .Vj 1 f «» 

We have a full range of styles to suit everyone's needs and budget. 
And see how your hearing measures up... 

TRUE FALSE 

I hear people speaking, but have 
difficulty understanding the words. 

I find myself asking others 
to repeat themselves. 

A’N /'"A People complain that I have 
the T.V. volume too loud. 

/'~\ I avoid social situations 

because of my hearing. 

/'"A I have difficulty understanding some 

v_y v_y women and children's voices. 

If you have answered 
"TRUE" to any of these 
questions, give us a call! 



OUR SERVICES 

• Hearing tests 

• Hearing aid fittings 

• Hearing protection & 
custom earplugs 

• Full service to WSIB, 

VAC, ODSP clients 

• Hearing aid repairs, 
batteries & accessories 

• Specializing in Bluetooth 
enabled hearing devices 

905 - 684-9663 

5-3350 Merrittville Hwy. Thorold, ON L2V 4Y6 (Next to Grill on the Hill) 












When's the right time for a hearing evaluation? 

Probably sooner than you think. 


As the old story goes, there's good news and bad 
news about hearing loss. The good news is that 
the human brain - your brain - is amazingly good 
at adapting to many different kinds of obstacles, 
including things like hearing loss. You may be 
suffering from a slight decline right now and be 
hardly aware of it, because you've found ways 
to compensate - simple things like turning your 
head and leaning forward to hear better; or 
asking people to repeat what they've said; or 
waiting for the conversation to move on so you 
can catch up. Maybe you're adapting by simply 
avoiding social situations like noisy restaurants 
and parties, where the background noise makes 
it so hard to understand the conversation that 
you really have to strain to hear. Still, by coping 
and adapting, you feel like you're getting by. 

KNOW WHAT YOU'RE MISSING. 

So what's the bad news? You may be adapting 
so well that you don't know what you're 
missing. You're unaware of lost information, lost 
opportunities, and the lost energy 
you spend just trying to keep 
up. You just know that 
social situations are more 
tiring than they used to 
be. Those embarrassing 
moments when you 
don't catch someone's 

important bit of information 
are growing more frequent. 

If you're like many people with age-related 
hearing loss, the condition progresses as you 
get older. And as it progresses, you work harder 
to cope, maybe without even realizing it. As 
good as your brain may be at adapting, the 


effort it takes tends to diminish the parts of 
your life that matter most: sharing with friends 
and family, keeping ahead in your business, 
and spending time out in the community. 

People with advanced hearing loss describe 
this state as a feeling of isolation, of being 
trapped. They find it physically and emotionally 
tiring to strain to hear a conversation in a noisy 
setting. It's just too hard to make the effort. 

So they give up. 

BREAK THROUGH THE ISOLATION 
WITH NEW HEARING TECHNOLOGY. 

There is help for people with hearing loss: a 
wonderful array of modern hearing solutions 
that can make it easier to breakthrough the wall 
of noise and focus on what's important. Modern 
hearing technology, like the Agil instrument 
from Oticon, can not only help bring you back 
to a fuller and more vibrant social life; it can 
make things like concerts, radio, telephone and 
TV much more rewarding experiences than 


DON'T LET OLD MYTHS ABOUT 
HEARING AIDS DELAY YOUR 
CHANCE AT A FULLER LIFE. 

There are a variety of reasons that people 
put off getting help. The main one is a lack 
of understanding of what modern hearing 



ever before. 

But what happens is that people tend 
to put off getting help later than they 
should. They adapt a little more, and 
miss out a little more, every year. They 
don't realize how much they're struggling, 
and living increasingly isolated lives. 


technology is and how it helps. We've found 
that there are at least three big myths that keep 
people from trying out hearing technology, 
putting them on the road to years of frustration 
and isolation instead of a happier life. 


Hearing instruments are just 
amplifiers... and I don't need 
more loudness. 

Hearing aids used to attempt to help just by 
upping the volume of every sound. But that's not 
how it's done today. Devices like Oticon Agil now 
use the latest breakthroughs in microprocessor 
design, audio signal processing technology, and 
materials science, not to indiscriminately raise 
the volume of what you hear, but to sharpen 
the focus of what you hear. So you're better 
able to hone in on a conversation in a wall of 
party noise, and shift attention from one voice 
to another as you choose. It becomes easier to 
understand and respond to a soft, high-pitched 
voice - a child or an elderly person, for example 
- because your hearing instrument works to 
help your brain recognize natural speech cues 
and keep competing noise less distracting. 

The new hearing devices even use Bluetooth™ 
technology which lets you stream sound from a 
TV, phone, computer, or other Bluetooth device, 
for a high-end audio entertainment experience. 

So this is not your grandmother's ear trumpet. 
Nor is it your father's case-and-cord hearing 
aid. Agil is a hearing instrument exquisitely 
programmable to match your hearing profile and 
works with your brain to help you hear more 
naturally, even in difficult hearing situations. 
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Greener pastures 

Students participate in Envirothon 

Page 8 

A dirty job 

Wainfleet inspecting its septic systems 

Page 10 

Union Hack 

Fisa a Chips 

S Lunch Buffet $ 7 50 1 
19 Dinner Buffet $ 11 50 

Exploring grief 

Education session for new approaches 
Page 16 

Easter fire 

Blaze sends five to hospital 
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Check out our website 

www.iloveunionjack.com 

905.835.0900 

230 Main St. West, Port Colborne 
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■ PROTECTED SPECIES 


■ INDUSTRY: Firm busy with global contracts 


Bald eagles 
sight for 
soar eyes 

DAVEJOHNSON 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - People 
from across Niagara and beyond are 
flocking to a rural road to catch a 
glimpse of a rare sight — a pair of 
bald eagles nesting high up in a tree. 

All of the attention being paid 
to the eagles and nest, set back 
off of Reuter Rd. in swampy land 
owned by Vale (Inco), hasn’t gone 
unnoticed. 

“We were informed by Bird 
Studies Canada in early March of 
the new nest site ... the landowner 
is also aware of the nest,” Anne 
Yagi, Ministry of Natural Resources 
Niagara office management biolo¬ 
gist, said. 

see BALD EAGLES | page 3 


Thurston Machine creating jobs 


DAVEJOHNSON 
InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE— Thurston 
Machine did something most 
companies would never dream of 
during a recession — spend $4 mil¬ 
lion on new machinery and expand 
its facility. 

“We knew things were going to 
come back with a vengeance, and 
it did,” said Mark Nevar, who along 
with Mark Yallin, is a division man¬ 
ager at the Port Colborne-based 
company. 

see INDUSTRY | page 2 


DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 
Mark Yallin. left, and Mark Nevar. 
division mangers at Thurston 
Machine, stand in front of a large 
pulley to be shipped overseas for 
a mining company. The two men 
said the company is expanding to a 
second location in Port Colborne. 
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ROYAL LePAGE 


368 King St., Port Colborne, 
Phone: 905 834-9000 
Direct: 905-321-9009 
margaretann@royallepage.ca 
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Thurston expansion calls for secondary facility 




IT’S OUR 6 th ANNIVERSARY! 

conn s ccummtc with us at ouk ncw location mmm or mincc euAmg &SHAyt sirci 
Join us for cake & refreshments Saturday and Sunday April 15th & 16th. * 


As we celebrate our 6th Anniversary, on behalf 
of myself, family and great staff, I thank you 
for your continued patronage and I commit to 
continue to provide premium products, great 
service and fair prices always! Once again, 
thank you for shopping locally. 

Paul Hardy . 


2 DAYS ONLY! APRIL 15 & 16 

20% off all trees, shrubs & perennials 

• 10% r"- 


ITS GREEN UP TIME! 

It’s not a secret, if you want green grass, vibrant 


FERTILIZE! 

IGS! • BEST DEAL 

Buy our 4 Step Scotts, CIL or Certified Organic Alfalfa 
Green Fertilizing Program and get 10% OFF AND 
GRASS SEED OR WEED B GON FREE! 



www.paulsgardencentre.com • Open Mon-Sat 8am-8pm, Sunday 9am-5pm • 4 Shaw St. (Corner of Prince Charies} • 905-732-5123 
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■ BALD EAGLES 

Birds’ food supply contaminated 



FROM PAGE 1 

Yagi said the nest has 
drawn so much attention 
because it's so close to a 
urban area. Birders and the 
general public have been 
drawn to the area, and there's 
also a lot of interest from 
Americans in the area as the 
bald eagle is the national 
symbol of the United States. 

While the birds, the first 
to nest in Port Colborne 
and only the fifth pair in the 
Niagara Region-Haldimand 
County area, have drawn a 
lot of attention, Yagi said the 

back off of the road. 

It is a couple of hundred 
metres back from the road in 
very swampy land and about 
15 metres up a tree. 

‘"Ihe land is clearly marked 
‘no trespassing,’” she said. 

There are no trespassing 
signs every several metres 
along a barbed wire fence 
and Vale monitors the area 
with surveillance cameras. 

Anyone thinking of trying 
to get near the nest for an 
up-close look or to try and 
get a bald eagle feather could 
be charged with trespassing 
and face other sanctions as 
the bird is still a protected 
species. 

All of attention hasn’t 
seemed to put any stress on 
the bald eagles so far, said 
Yagi, who added once leaves 

there will be more and more 
privacy for the birds. 

Bald eagles were endan¬ 
gered, but the population has 
been making a slow come¬ 
back. The birds disappeared 
from the Niagara area in the 
1950s and suffered almost 
complete nest failure along 
the north shore of Lake Erie 
in the '80s. 

"The last nest in the area 
was on Navy Island in the 
1950s. The tree the nest was 
in fell down and the birds 
never re-nested,” said Yagi. 

She said many factors led 
to the decline in population, 
including when Europeans 


first settled the area. 

“The birds were persecuted 
... farmers thought they were 
eating then: stock.” 

A lot of the bald eagles’ 
habitat was destroyed and the 
birds were hunted as well. 

In addition, their food 
supply — they mainly eat 
fish — became contaminated 
with such chemicals as DDT 
and PCBs in the Great Lakes. 

“Birds were dying off and 
not living as long, their young 
weren't surviving either,” Yagi 
said 

When the Endangered 
Species Act came into effect 
in the early 1970s, bald eagles 
were added to the list and 
protected. 

As DDT was banned and 
PCBs were brought under 
control, the birds started to 
make a slow comeback. 


In 1983, the Southern 
Ontario Bald Eagle 
Monitoring Project was initi¬ 
ated. It is a co-operative ven¬ 
ture of the ministry, Canadian 
Wildlife Service, Bird Studies 
Canada, community organi¬ 
zations, landowners and vol¬ 
unteer nest monitors. 

Yagi said tThe group 
brought in bald eagles from 
northern Ontario and intro¬ 
duced them in the Grand 
River area. She said the birds 
already knew they were 
bald eagles, but were hand 
fed as they had yet to fledge. 
Fledging is when the feath¬ 
ers and wing muscles of birds 
are sufficiendy developed for 
flight. 

Once the bald eagles 
fledged, they were released 
into the wild and explored 
and established their own 


territories. 

Yagi said with the birds 
surviving longer, due to the 
chemicals being removed 
from their food source, they 
learned how to parent better. 

There were now also more 
juvenile birds that, once they 
reached sexual maturity at 
between five and seven years, 
started to disperse from the 
Grand River area. 

In 1995, a pair nested in 
the Dunnville Marsh along 
the lower Grand River near 
Stromness. In 2005, a nest¬ 
ing pair was found on Navy 
Island. Another two pairs 
were found along the Grand 
River and, with the addition 
of the nest in Port Colborne 
this year, it added up to five 
nesting pairs in the ministry’s 

“It’s exciting,. I expect we’ll 


find more nests along the 
north shore of the lake and 
more in the region,” Yagi said 

Bald eagles are no longer 
considered endangered but 
are still a protected species. 
When nests are found, such 
as the one in Port Colborne, 
the ministry works with land- 
owners to ensure they are not 
disturbed and are protected. 

“We ask volunteers to mon¬ 
itor the nests for us.” 

If the bald eagles are suc¬ 
cessful in hatching young, the 
babies are not banded as they 
would have been in the past. 

“It's bad for the babies and 
stressful for the parents,” said 
Yagi, adding the pair in Port 
Colborne could be banded 
birds themselves though. 

While the nests are not dis¬ 
turbed, the ministry will seek 
to gain bald eagle feathers 


later in the year to check for 
heavy metal contamination. 

“We’ll ask Vale (Inco) if we 
can get access, but we don’t 
want anyone else out there,” 
she said. 

Asked if she had heard of 
other bald eagle nests in Port 
Colborne, Yagi said she had 
heard the rumours. 

People have claimed there 
may be a pair in the Wainfleet 
Bog or Wainfleet wetlands, 
but she hasn’t seen any. 

“The bog is not the best 
habitat for diem.” 

If people are aware of other 
nests, the ministry would 
appreciate any informadon 
so it can keep track of the 
population and recovery of 
the buds. 

dave.johnson@sunmedia. ca 
Twitter: @DaveJTheTribune 
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■ourview 

Be respectful 

Though many people tried to keep the location of a bald 
eagles’ nest in Port Colbome a secret, word leaked out. 

It was bound to happen as more and more people were 
showing up on Reuter Rd., with cameras or binoculars in 
hand, to view the nest and birds. 

We understand the attraction to the birds, after all, they 
were pretty much wiped out along the north shore of Lake 
Erie due to many factors. And they are also majestic looking. 

To see them make a comeback is a good thing, especially 
when there are now five pairs in the Niagara Region- 
Haldimand County area. 

Though a Ministry of Natural Resources biologist said 
the bald eagles don’t appear to be stressed out by all of the 
attention, we have heard crowds of up to 50 people have 
been seen on the side of the road at times. 

Others have driven by honking their horns, which is just 
plain disrespectful to those who are trying to spot the birds 
and to the eagles themselves. 

Thankfully in the next few weeks leaves will start to fill in 
on the trees and afford more privacy for the eagles. 

We ask those that want to see the eagles to be respectful 
while out there. Be as quiet as you can and just observe. 

Giving back 

We’d like to commend Niagara-on-the-Lake Surf Club for 
its work with the Bert Miller Nature Club last weekend in 
Sherkston. 

The surf club’s George Holmes arranged to plant beach 
grass, with the assistance of the nature club, on sand dunes 
in the Pleasant Beach area. 

While the planting was to go on city-owned land, an 
insurance issue made the group switch over to land owned 
by Sherkston Shores. 

Regardless of where the beach grass was planted, it was a 
great idea. 

Stabilizing the sand dunes will help keep beaches healthy 
with a good supply of sand. Healthy dunes and beach grass 
are also key to the survival of the Fowlers Toad. The toads 
feed and forage in the grass and overwinter deep in the 
dunes. 

The work carried out shows that surfers care about more 
than just waves. They care about the environment and want 
to ensure there are areas that everyone can enjoy in the 
future and areas where future generations of surfers can 
come and catch waves. 


■ I’VE BEEN THINKING 

Port Colborne’s big need 


REV.G0RD ABRAHAM 

Port Colbome Baptist 

O ver the past two weeks we have 
been reading articles by my 
fellow pastors on giving up criticism, 
complaining, and also about the true 
meaning of Easter. Adding to this in our 
post-Easter thinking, we need to talk 
about how the resurrected Jesus can free 
us from our bondage and prisons. 

We have no prison here in Port, but 
we have lots of Prisoners. There are no 
guards, guns or prison bars holding us 
in bondage. Even so there are many in 
a prison from which there seems no 
escape. Prisons of habits, actions, words, 
experiences, hurts, abuse. One prison 
that holds many of us in bondage is an 
unforgiving spirit 

One of the greatest needs in our 
world generally, and in Port Colbome 
in particular, is the need to forgive and 
in the process, free ourselves and future 
generations from the prison of revenge. 
Most of the ongoing conflicts bearing 
the fruit of bitterness, revenge and even 
violence, are perpetuated because there 
is no breakthrough of forgiveness. Many 
relationships, including marriages, right 
here in our “peaceful city"; are filled with 
rancor, hatred and hurtWe may say, 

“I cannot or will not forgive someone 
who has done something to me" “I 
always see that person before me and 
the pain from the abuse, the words, 
the hitting, the mocking is so real that 
I still feel it” “I want to see that person 


■readers'views 

Pension change hits 
working stiffs 

The working stiffs took it on the chin 
again last week thanks to the federal 
budget, and will now have to work 
longer before qualifying for an old age 
pension. 

Everybody except the politicians in 
Ottawa. Oh sorry, I forgot. They are not 
working stiffs. 

I’m at the point where I wonder why 
I bother to vote when we always end up 
with some clown whose performance 
compared to pre-election promises is 
purely coincidental. 

I am truly disgusted. 

Hank Bangild 

Port Colbome 


get then just dues” “I sometimes wish 
real harm would come on them for the 
suffering they have caused me” “They go 
on with their life as if nothing has been 
done and here I am agonizing in all this 
pain, turmoil and hatred. I will never 
forgive them!” "My life is messed up! I 
sometimes even wish they were dead!” 
See the prison you are in? No bars, no 
guards but a prison no less! 

Jesus tells a story to his disciples in 
response to a question, “how many times 
shall I forgive someone who sins against 
me? Up to seven times?” (Matthew 18:21) 
The story gives us a practical example of a 
man owing his master a debt, which was 
too big to repay in a lifetime. He throws 
himself at the mercy of the master, 
begging the master, for more time to 
repay. Debtors are always optimistic. The 
master took pity on him, without any 
reason to forgive, and tells the debtor that 
he is free from the debt-all is forgiven. 
Forgiving this debt cost the master the 
loss of all the money. He paid the debt to 
himself. Immediately the forgiven one 
goes out, grabs another man who owes 
him a few dollars and chokes him. While 
ignoring the pleas for forgiveness he 
drags him off to prison. 

When the master hears of this he is 
furious and calls in the forgiven debtor, 
accuses him of abusing his forgiveness 
and calls for him to be “tortured until he 
shouldpaybackallhe owes” 

Jesus, in concluding this story, makes 
an interesting declaration. He says, 

“This is how my heavenly Father will 
treat each of you unless you forgive your 


Seeking peaceful 
coexistence 

With the winding down of the Afghan 
war let’s hope a less strident attitude 
prevails and decisions to go to war 
once more in the Middle East, Iran or 
anywhere else will be tempered with 
thoughtful considerations based on 
facts, not fantasy. 

In the Middle Ages people were 
entertained by the spectacle of public 
hangings, burning of witches, heretics and 
those people who would not conform. 

Our sensibilities have hitherto 
become more in tune with the true 
nature of matters concerning the 
improbable and fanciful today such that 
witch burning is now less popular. 


brother from your heart." (Matthew 
18:35) I believe Jesus is giving us insight 
as to how we will be tortured internally, 
emotionally and relationally until we 
choose to forgive. We will live in turmoil, 
bitterness, irritability and anger that we 
could be released from by forgiving the 
other person. They may not even ask for 
it or know that you are suffering. They 
do not even have to come back to us 
grovelling and begging for forgiveness in 
order for us to give it. 

It may mean that we first have to 
come to God to receive his forgiveness. 
The scriptures tell us "if we confess 
our sins, He (God through Jesus) will 
forgive us of our sins and cleanse us 
of all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
Without God’s forgiveness through Jesus 
Christ, we cannot go to others who have 
offended. Instead of wanting to choke 
them in retaliation, we can forgive them 
as God has forgiven us because of Jesus 
Christ. 

When we forgive, we are not saying 
“my pain means nothing” We are not 
saying, “what you did does not need to be 
dealt with justly"! We are not saying that 
what has happened will be forgotten. 

What we are saying is, “I release myself 
of the desire for revenge, and I will no 
longer let your offense control my life. I 
will acknowledge my pain and suffering 
for what you did to me and leave justice 
and retaliation to God” 

With God’s forgiveness, received 
through Christ, I am now free to forgive 
others and be released. Try it! It does 


Moreover, while there are still 
elements of society that adhere to 
bizarre practices, most of us would allow 
that cruelty to sentient beings is never 
warranted and is patently immoral. 

We have therefore placed immense 
distance between the cruel acts of terror 
perpetrated by societies of the Middle 
Ages and ourselves in the 21st century. 

This was a gradual process, 
nevertheless, and provided sanity 
continues to prevail and the generals 
are not allowed free reign we may find 
ourselves living in peaceful coexistence 
with other sentient beings for the 
foreseeable future. 

Ronald J MacPherson 
Port Colbome 

continued on page 5 
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Non-Sporting Group 6 Dogs from Tibet 



MURDOCH'S 

Celebrating 53 Years as Tire & Mechanical Experts 


IF YOUR CAR INSURANCE 
FEELS LIKE THIS,.. 


- v ...WOULDN’T IT BE GREAT 
IF IT FELT LIKE THIS? 
For Great Prices, 

Call for a FREE Quote Today! 



David Barrick % J Sandy While 

45 Clarence St. W. Port Colborne • www.vergeinsurance.com 
Auto • Home • Business • Marine • Life • Bonds 


SAVE $110 WITH MICHELIN® $70 MAIL-IN REBATE PLUS 
MURDOCH TIRE $40 SAVINGS ON MICHELIN® 

MICHELIN® offers safe, fuel efficient, long-lasting tires that provide exceptional performance and extraordinary value. 



MICHEUN®Harmony 

P175/70FI13 $114 00 

Save- $46 ^ 

ON A SET OF 4 TIRES 


iy® 

EACH 

* 416 °° 

+ TAXES 

MICHELIN 8 LTX™ M/5"" 

P235/75R15 $189 00 -EACH fT] 

728 °° 


$46 tnCie 

ON A SET OF 4 TIRES 1 



$ 4 0OO 


FREE BRAKE 
INSPECTION 
10% ON MECHANICAL 
LABOUR 


‘ \ I , / MlC CAJJII 


Sale Expires: May 19, 2012 


285 Killaly Street w„ Port Colborne 835-8832 www.murdochstlre.com 
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Shih Tzus were Chinese royalty Appreciate your grandparents 


FROM PAGE 5 

The Tibetan Spaniels were 
also used as bed warmers for 
the monks in cold weather 
and also as comfort when the 
monks were sick. 

The Tibetan Terrier was 
also misnamed as he is not 
a terrier. He got the name 
as he was about the size of 
most terriers. But he has no 
interest in digging, hunting 
and killing rodents. If fact 
he would much rather be 
a herding dog working on 
the farms of the monte. 
Because of his long wavy 
rough coat he looked like 
the small Tibetan goats. 

So he was nicknamed “the 
goat dog" and he probably 


herded them as well. They 
were highly thought of 
and only given away as 
gifts on rare occasions. 

It was believed that they 
would bring good luck to 
their owners so they were 
considered very valuable. 
Because of this they stayed 
in Tibet and the countries 

The last Tibetan dog had its 
start with the Tibetan Lhasa 
Apso dogs that were given 
to the royals in China. The 
Shih Tzu that we know today 
was developed in China 
by breeding the Pekingese 
dogs with the Lhasa Apso 
from Tibet to develop a new 
breed. The words Shih Tzu 


is Chinese for Tibetan Lion 
Dog. The Chinese groomed 
their dogs to look like little 
lions. The Shih Tzu lived a 
pampered life in the palaces 
of Chinese royalty. They 
were favourite pets because 
of their sweet, friendly 
temperaments. In 1920 some 
Shih Tzu dogs were brought 
to Britain and then later they 
came to North America. 

Today even though they 
need regular trips to the 
grooming shops to keep 
them looking nice, they have 
become one of the most 
popular family house pets. 


HJI m 



G randparents are great 
for many reasons. 
Grandparents are the 
people who pinch your 
cheeks and hide candy in 
their pockets for when you 
visit. They're the people who 
may not necessarily be in the 
best health, but always find 
the strength to reach out and 
give you a hug while sitting 
in a rocking chair while 
watching their daily fix of The 
Golden Girls. 

They are the foundation of 
a growing family. But most 
importandy, grandparents 
are the people who love you 
even when it feels like no one 
else in the world does. 

The thing I most admire 
about my grandparents 
generation is that they 
seemed to take their time 
in life. There was no rush or 
pressure to do what we do 
today — drive fast, eat fast, 
and go through life without 
appreciating the little things. 


1 


CANADIAN 
GIRL, ITALIAN 
LIVING 


in life where people didn’t 
depend on their BlackBerry 
or the McDonald’s 
Drive Thru to keep them 
entertained and on schedule. 

The era that my 
grandparents grew up in is 
so fascinating to me because 
I know I will never be able 
to live in a society such as 
they did. They don’t exist 

Today’s society has 
become engulfed with the 
fear of aging. To many, aging 
means wrinkles, cellulite, 
and false teeth. We believe 
we won’t feel as powerful or 
as beautiful as we do in our 
youth, and the fact that we 
aren’t getting any younger is 
reality that we aren’t willing 


Maya Angelou was 
interviewed by Oprah 
Winfrey in April of 2008, 
who described the process 
of aging as "exciting.” When 
Winfrey asked Angelou 
what made it exciting, she 
responded by saying, “My 
breasts. They seem to be in a 
race to see which will reach 
my waist first.” 

If a person does not age, 
that means that there is no 
birthday. With no birthday, 
that means that a person can 
no longer live (or celebrate 
by eating birthday cake, the 
deepest of tragedies). 

The most fulfilling feeling 
in the world is seeing the 
twinkle in a grandparent’s 
eyes upon visiting them. 
They are always willing 
to offer their wisdom 
and fife experiences with 
today’s generation, while 
secretly worried about our 
generation and what’s to 




A FIRST NATIONS 
6ATEWAYS CONFERENCE 

"Hear Their Hearts, 
See Their WorkU" 



The Kubota “Orange Truckload Event" 
is coming to town with a truckload of savings! . 

Come and see new Kubota products and experience ioteracWe ttispiays. 


—42134 HW. 3 , fi 

INDUSTRIAL I WAlNELEET . ON iOS 1V0 | * 

wvw.betiberg.com 


FRIDAY APRIL 20,2012, NOON -8 PM 
I SATURDAY APRIL 21,2012,10 AM 



ALL NATIONS MISSION CtNTil 

3397 Garrison Rd, HWY 3, Ridgeway, ON 

afyndiiy, April 21, 11 - 3J:£k!) 

I 

Featuring Evangelist Rev. Ross Maracle 
Founder of National Native Bible College, 
Spirit Alive and Camp Ohahaseh as Speaker 

Special music; Caratanne love grove & Charles Belt 



Rev, Ross Maracle 


/Sti) Intercede 

INTERNATIONAL 


LIMITED SEATING: Please register early by Phone: (800) 871*0882 or (90S) 
871-1773 or by Email: events@lntercedeNow,ca or register at 
www.lntercedeNow cafgatewaysfocus.php or 201 Stanton, Street, Fort Erie, 
ON L2A 3N8 • Free Will offering, Lunch served. 
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□ PRESSE 

Grandparents 
not to be taken 
for granted 

FROM PAGE 6 

I am fortunate because I 
grew up knowing each of my 
grandparents. Three are still 
alive today, and being apart 
from them for almost a year 
has been an awakening in 
my relationships with them. 

In my opinion, a 
person should visit their 
grandparent as often as 
possible. Have a cup of 
tea, sit on their porch and 
listen to their stories. Go 
for a walk with them in a 
picturesque part of town 
that neither of you have ever 
been to. If you aren’t able to 
see them due to distance, 
pick up the phone or write 
them a letter. 

Not only will it make 
their day, but when the 
day comes that you can no 
longer have a conversation 
with them or see their face 
again, you won’t be looking 
back with regrets. 



□ WALLS CLOSING IN ON HEALTH AND WELLNESS CENTRE 


DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 
Workers get ready to install 
side panels by the pool 
area at the Vale Health and 
Wellness Centre in Port 
Colborne on April 3. The 
project is still on schedule 
and the centre is expected 
to open this fall. 


Healthy 

Cupboard 

"It works! I'll lake another two bottles please!" 
This coming from a customer who had tried every 
other natural remedy under the sun in the past 
few years to take away her pain. Ian, the owner 
of The Healthy Cupboard couldn’t believe his ears. 
He had finally found the perfect product to stop his 
customer’s miseries. This is what every owner of a 
health food store dreams about, a natural product 
that receives so many outstanding testimonials 
on such a wide variety of health issues. “I had 
recommended a new product called LeafSource, 
which we recently started carrying. We have had 
tremendous success with this product, and almost 
everyone we have recommended it to over the 
last few months has come back and thanked 
us over and over again" said Ian. Before trying 
LeafSource, the woman had complained about 
her ongoing joint pain and was at her wit’s end. 
Although she had experienced some relief through 
the numerous natural remedies she had tried over 
the years, the pain would never fully go away. 
“She returned to my store, in tears, less than one 
week after buying LeafSource. I didn’t know what 
to make of this woman standing in front of me 
crying, until she told me that within a few day Ss 




of taking LeafSource her pain started to disappear 
and within a week it was completely gone - as 
if it was never there.” Ian goes on, “This coming 
from a woman whose painful joints and ongoing 
sciatica were so bad just one week earlier, that 
the pain was unbearable but now has completely 
subsided." By now you are probably wondering 
what is LeafSource and why is it so effective? 
LeafSource is a 100% natural product derived from 
a proprietary organic mineral composite with over 
ten years of university research. LeafSource helps 
regulate the inflammatory process and the body’s 
ability to repair itself. The vast majority (70 - 80%) 
of the population over the age of 50 have joint 
problems—often called osteoarthritis. This is due 
to the natural (or unnatural) wear and tear on joint 
tissue that develops through the aging process. 
With joint inflammation, movement is limited and 
pain can be constant. LeafSource seems to have 
the ability to help people get their mobility and zest 
for life back. Millions of people seek treatment for 
their joint and inflammation problems by resorting 
to expensive, toxic prescription drugs (i.e. 
NSAIDs) with multiple side effects. These range 
from nausea and vomiting to serious intestinal 


disorders (bleeding, gas, pain) and even kidney 
and liver failure. Isn’t that too large a price to 
pay for a little pain relief!? LeafSource is a safe 
alternative to these destructive anti-inflammatory 
drugs that cause more problems than they solve. 
There are absolutely no side effects and it doesn’t 
interfere with any other medications. Controlled 
experiments and observations have revealed that 
LeafSource is a potent anti-inflammatory that has 
been shown to bring a reduction to inflammation 
and pain within a few days. People notice great 
results in terms of more energy and less pain by 
taking anywhere from 2 to 6 capsules/day. Typical 
maintenance is usually 1 capsule twice daily. This 
product gets results! LeafSource is scientifically 
validated through more than 10 years of research 
at 4 universities, including the Department of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Mercer University. Aside 
from its incredible anti-inflammatory and pain 
reducing ability, it has also been shown to improve 
the performance of your daily nutrition and vitamin 
programs. It helps increase the absorption of vital 
nutrients, which in turn helps these nutrients 
work better. Better absorption = better results! 
It’s almost as if they have become supercharged! 



shown to help enhance energy 
levels, improve intestinal 
health, strengthen hair, skin 
and nails and improve immune 
function. To see someone go from intense pain to a 
new lease on life within a week is truly incredible. 
Imagine being able to move freely without pain. 
Who wouldn’t want to get out of bed in the morning 
with more energy? It’s amazing how much of this 
stuff we take for granted, until it’s gone! Ian adds, 
“I often recommend that LeafSource be taken with 
other natural joint products in order to help them 
work better and provide even faster relief. One of 
the things I hear most often from people who have 
tried LeafSource is they just plain feel better, have 
more energy and less pain. We’re so confident, we 
guarantee LeafSource 100%! That alone should be 
enough to try this incredible product." 

Lea Source 

lo &r $309 


BSHPQSniXIEKE The ii* lt . RsKIKIDDi 
101 ,f^S E B l TREET Cupb£Jd y 1 
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■ JERICHO HOUSE: Envirothon held 



Looking toward greener pastures 


MERIEM YOUSFI 

For InPort News 

WAINFLEET — It was all 
about the environment at 
Jericho House. 


Kerry Royer and Allison 
Graszat, both restoration pro¬ 
gram assistants at Niagara 
Peninsula Conservation 
Authority, organized an envi¬ 
rothon involving 70 students, 


eight teachers from eight 
Niagara high schools and 
environmental professionals. 

The event is an environmen¬ 
tal skill-testing competition. 

“Ihe envirothon consists of 
five different stations: aquatic 
station, forestry station, soil 
station and wildlife station 
as well as a current issue sta¬ 
tion and students have to 
rotate to each of those station 


for 45 minute and absorb as 
much knowledge as they can 
on those topics,” Royer said. 
"Then they will be back on 
April 18 and we test them on 
the knowledge and the win¬ 
ning team from Niagara goes 
to Ontario provincial com¬ 
petition and then to North 
American competition." 

see ENVIROTHON | page 9 


VICTORIA GRAY Staff Photo 

Ramesha Ali, a Grade 11 student from St. Michael Catholic 
High School in Niagara Falls, learns about different aspects of 
nature while at Jericho House during the region's Envirothon. 



All prices in effect 
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BOOK NOW! 
LIMITED TIME OFFER 


FREE Preliminary Eye Exam 
from April 1 - 30™+$100 OFF 

To see if you are a candidate for Lasik Surgery 


LASIK PROVISION’S GIFT TO YOU! 
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■ DIRTY JOB: Caitlin Wood has heard all the wisecracks 


Wainfleet septic system inspections to start in June 


ALLAN BENNER 

InPort News Staff 

WAINFLEET — It’s a dirty 
job, but someone’s got to do 

Caitlin Wood has heard a 
lot of similar wisecracks since 
landing a job as Wainfleet’s 
senior private sewage system 
inspector in January. 

After all, it can be a down 
right poopy job at times. 

"When you look in a tank 
and it’s dirty or a vent's fail¬ 
ing, there's dirt and sludge on 
the ground, you just have to 
watch where you walk,” she 

Wood is primarily inter¬ 
ested in the ultimate goal of 
the work she’s doing — restor¬ 
ing a badly-contaminated 
aquifer in Wainfleet's lake- 

“I like the environment and 
I like doing my due diligence 
for it," she said. 

Inspections are being 
carried out as an alterna¬ 
tive to “the big pipe,” the 
muldmillion-doUar proposal 
by Niagara Region to extend 

lines from Port Colborne to 
Wainfleet’s lakeshore area. 
As part of that alternative 
plan, the township took over 
responsibility for regulating 


septic systems in January. 

Starting in June, Wood and 
at least one yet-to-be-hired 
inspector will need to assess 
the condition of about 1,200 
septic beds and sewage hold¬ 
ing tanks in the area, identify¬ 
ing the ones that have been 
leaking E. coli and other con¬ 
taminants into the groundwa¬ 
ter that supplies wells. 

The township hopes to 
inspect about 400 systems in 
each of the next three years 
to get through them all. And 
once that’s done, it'll start all 
over again, said Wainfleet’s 
operations director, Greg 
Wuisman. 

In addition to inspecting 
the septic systems along the 
lakeshore, there will be as 
many as 100 inspections con¬ 
ducted a year of new septic 
systems throughout the town¬ 
ship, as well as real estate 
inspections. 

"Anyone who’s building a 
new house and they put in 
a new septic system, Caitlin 
does four inspections per new 
septic system,” Wuisman said. 

That’s about 500 inspec¬ 
tions a year in total. But 
Wuisman suspects there will 
likely be even more inspec¬ 
tions than that. 

see SEPTIC SYSTEMS | page 11 



ALLAN BENNER Staff Photo 

Wainfleet's senior private sewage system inspector Caitlin Wood will be extremely busy in the months and years to come, 
assessing the condition of 1,200 septic systems at homes in the township's lakeshore area. 



MONTE $ CARLO 


homelightingstcatharines.com 


ST. CATHARINES 

21/2 DUNLOP DRIVE. 

PHONE: (905) 984-6411 


NIAGARA FALLS 

6611 Lundy’s Lane 
PHONE: (905) 371-2189 


Instock fixtures, available in St. Catharines and Niagara Falls locations only 
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Inspections carried out to cleanse aquifer 


FROM PAGE 10 

"On top of that, I think the 400 
inspections are going to generate a 
bunch of extra repair permits. What 
that will do to the 100 inspections, I 
have no idea. It might triple it. I’m 
definitely expecting the 100 number 
to go up.” 

Wood said only septic systems 
that were built or inspected within 
the past three years will be exempt 
from the first round of inspections. 

"It gives (owners) credit for 
improving their system," she said. 

During inspections, Wood will 
look inside septic tanks to make 
sure they’re functioning correctly. 
0 there’s an odour, visible sludge or 
if the ground surrounding the tank 
feels spongy, it could indicate that 
the system is leaking. 


We're not expecting 
Caitlintobe on 
everybody’s Christmas card 
list.” 


mandated public 
meeting will also 
give residents a 
chance to share 
their thoughts or 
concerns about 
the charges, that 
can be paid over 
time. 

H e 



Wuisman 


Wainfleet 
surer Robyn 
Madere “went through a lot of 
effort to come up with that ($550) 
number.” 

"She looked at all the expenses in 
that department, wages, cost of the 
pickup trucks, computers the whole 
works and ground down the num¬ 
bers and came up with the figure of 

Compared to the potential costs 
related to the Big Pipe, he said $550 
inspections are a pretty good deal. 

Even if the inspector deter¬ 
mines that a whole new septic 
system is required, it could still be 
cheaper than the servicing solution 


and some of the 
numbers I heard 
kicking around 
were that it would 
be $40,000 per 
household (to 
install munici¬ 
pal services)," 
Wuisman said. 
“Some of that was 
going to be sub¬ 
sidized. (Property 
owners) might have been only 
paying a third of that if they got two- 
thirds funding.” 

Nevertheless, Wuisman sus¬ 
pects some residents might be less 
than co-operative— particularly 




people who know they have leaking 
systems. 

“We’re not expecting Caidin to be 
on everybody’s Christmas card list,” 
he said. 

"There are cases out there where 
we have failing systems directly 
beside wells. There are people draw¬ 
ing water out of those wells, and 
there’s people beside them contam¬ 
inating the aquifer. Those are the 
sort of things we want to stop.” 

But ultimately, when the first 
round of inspections are complete, 
the aquifer should be clean. 

“We want to clean up the aquifer. 
The aquifer is contaminated. Our 
engineering goal is to cleanse that 


aquifer. Once it’s cleaned, we can 
then ask to have the boil water advi¬ 
sory lifted,” Wuisman said. 

“That’s the final big picture goal,” 
he said. 

The township’s lakeshore area has 
been under a public health depart¬ 
ment boil water advisory since April 
2006. 

allan.benner@wellandtribune.ca 


t 


GOT AN 
IDEA? 


inport.news@sunmedia.ca 


'I attended a lot of meetings 


If the homeowners are there. 
Wood said they will be asked if 
they've experienced any problems 
with the system. 

Usually, the answer is no, “but 0 
they don’t even know where their 
system is, that might be a red flag 
and you have to look from there,” 
said Wood, who has a university 
degree in geography and environ¬ 
mental studies, and a college cer¬ 
tificate in environmental manage¬ 
ment and assessment, as well as 
training specific to inspecting septic 
systems. 

Although the septic system 
inspections will be far less expen¬ 
sive than installing municipal ser¬ 
vices, there will be costs associated 
with the inspection program. 

The township has organized a 
public meeting, as part of its April 
10 council meeting, to discuss man¬ 
datory inspections and the $550 
cost of the inspections that property 
owners will have to pay. 

Wuisman said the provincially 






lose Weight Grt NealtIw. 


I n 1962 the percentage of t 
weight and ohese people in 
North America was an unhealthy 
13%. By the year 2004, that num¬ 
ber had grown to a truly remark¬ 
able 33%! That’s an astonishing 1 
out of every 3 adults. 

Weight gain is a serious health 
issue and is a cause or contribut¬ 
ing factor in numerous major 
health problems including diabetes, liver 
disease, cardiovascular disease, stroke, 
dementia, depression, impotence and 


PGX Daily may be the most 
remarkable weight loss supple¬ 
ment ever. By simply taking 
PGX Daily before meals, you 
can reduce the glycemic index of 
your food by up to 50%. 
Regulating blood sugar is a key 
factor in managing weight gain, 
diabetes, and cardiovascular dis¬ 
ease. PGX also promotes satiety 
- it gives you a feeling of full¬ 
ness, so you don’t continually seek out 
unhealthy snacks, and it reduces food 
considered "the cravings t0 hel P y° u contro1 y° ur hunger - 



arthritis. Obesity ii 

major cause of death in North America. 

Numerous studies have shown lhat con- 
suming fibre pnor to a a meal inhibits car- 

bohydrate absorption, reduces cholesterol ,. ’ P . P, ... , , 

. . . . extraordinarv asnect is its ahi ltv to he n 


remarkable feature of PGX 
Daily isn’t the tremendous weight loss, 


and promotes weight loss. 


extraordinary aspect is its ability to help 
you feel better about yourself. PGX will 


Researchers at the University of Toronto change your life, even if you don’t. 


have discovered a water-soluble fibre 
blend that is more effective than any other 
ever tested. PolyGlycoplex (PGX), has a 
significant impact on the health-related 
problems of weight gain. 


• more information about PGX Daily, 
visit Rosemary’s Natural Choices. 

120 caps 

Sale ...$ 26.99 

Sale ends May 1 " 

How about a FREE cup of coffee ? Drop by Rosemary's Natural Choices and 
enjoy a cup of organic, fair trade coffee. Our treat! Joe, Brenda, Dalton and Susan 
have been keeping Wellanders healthy for over 17 years. Good health, natural 
remedies, great people and free coffee. It doesn't get any better that. 


I R®-S«i*»oc/*-s 95 Lincoln Street (St. Charles Plaza) 
1 Block South of Pupos in Welland 
Phone: 905 714-0586 

lOICVg www.rosemaiysnaturalchoices.com 

Information is provided for reference only. For specific health issues consult your local natural health practitioner. 
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■ MEETING 


Anglers reeling in big fish on Lake Erie 



Marinelli. “That year class is phenom- month. reach meeting has been held, what’s going on in the lake,” see FISHING | page 13 


V 


ILoo.all Merchants 



REASONABLE RATES! 

Cuts- Men $12.00, Children 10 & under $10.00, 
Women $20.00 or $25.00 with style (curling iron, flat iron) 

JW _ „ 

Colour $50.00 Includes cut, extra long hair $60.00 

Highlights-1/2 head $50.00, Full Head $70.00 & up. 

By the foil $3.00 


Highlight/Lowlight Combo $80.00 8i up 


'an appointment or Call ahead for a possible drop-in appoi 

Chippawa Road, Port Colborne 289-836-9542 


inlffient 


Look no further to get professional re 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 
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Anglers in U.S. waters travelling farther for perch 


FROM PAGE 12 to ca t c h them and, said Thankfully there’s no sign of (Asian) carp in expanding into the Great 

U.S. waters are where Marinelli, ministry staff aren’t thplaltPVPt” Lakes. The invasive species 

anglers fishing for perch off exactly sure why the fish are lire Idftt! yei. consumes large amounts of 

of Fort Erie have had to travel in deeper waters. Alfred Marinelli food, can weigh up to 50 kilo- 

to catch the fish. The fish are eating well and grams and be more than one 



Call Alfred Marinelli at 
905-834-6142 for more 
information. 


GIVE US 
YOUR VIEWS 

inport.new@sunmedia.ca 
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■ LAKESHORE: Wall put inside stairwell 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 


From left, Katrina Buttigieg, Alicia Pinelli and Kelsey Standen stand in front of the "secrets 
wall” inside Lakeshore Catholic High School. As of Wednesday the wall had upwards of 75 sticky 
note messages written anonymously by students, and some staff, sharing their hopes, fears, 
thoughts and dreams. 



Some secrets 
are worth sharing 


DAVE JOHNSON 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE 
— YOLO. 

It was a word that appeared 
twice on a “secrets” wall 
inside a back stairway at 
Lakeshore Catholic High 
School. 

Alicia Pinelli didn't know 
what the word meant until 
she Googled it. 

“It means You Only Live 
Once,” the Grade 12 student 
said. 

It was one of many mes¬ 
sages, upwards of 75, written 
on sticky notes that ended up 
on the wall. Messages written 
anonymously by students, 
and some staff, at the Port 
Colbome school. 

Messages sharing their 
hopes, fears, thoughts and 
dreams. 

Pinell hadn't planned on 
the wall or planned for the 
popularity of it, she only 
wanted to complete her 
audio-visual class project. 

"I was going to make a 
music video about how stu¬ 
dents feel in school, what 
they’re thinking ... give them 
the opportunity to tell how 
they really feel without being 
exposed.” 

She said once a few stick- 
ies — written by herself and 
friends Katrina Buttigieg and 


Kelsey Standen — were on 
the wall, it spiralled into more 
than just a class project. 

“We put up three or four of 
our own long ones, personal 
ones we felt strongly about. 
The feeling we got when bur¬ 
dens or secrets were lifted 
was amazing.” 

Once theirs were up, other 
students started commenting 

and writing their own notes, 
long and short ones. 

“Students were telling us 
how they felt and how the 
other notes made them feel 
better and good about them¬ 
selves. They’d look at the wall 
and comment, ‘Me too,' or ‘I 
feel that way.’” 

Pinelli said those com¬ 
ments really made the wall 
pickup. 

"The submissions were all 
anonymous yet powerful, 
many students stopped just 
to read the wall.” 

She said students no longer 
felt they were the only ones 
going through certain situ¬ 
ations or dealing with prob¬ 
lems, like figuring out how to 
pay for university. They knew 
others felt the same or were 
in the same situation without 
having to expose themselves. 

about worrying about the 
future ... others were about 
following your dreams, being 
yourself and expressing who 


you are. At the wall social 
status no longer mattered, 
only how people truly felt 
inside," said Pinelli. 

Even with many personal 
messages on the wall, there 
were some that were not very 
personal, but still let students 
get out how the felt. Some of 
the messages were somewhat 
funny as well, things like 'I 
like chocolate banana popsi- 
cles,’ ‘I hate pants’ and ‘I like 
pies,’ bringing a lighthearted 
feel to the wall. 

Pinelli, Buttigieg and 
Standen started the wall 
on Tuesday, April 3 after 
the school’s social worker 
thought it would be great 
way for students to express 
themselves. 

Many of the students asked 
if the wall would be kept up. 
It won’t be, as the messages 
come down today. 

The notes, they said, won’t 
be thrown away. Instead they 
are being saved to be used in 
a school mass after Easter. 

Pinelli still intends to put a 
video together at some point 
with footage she shot on 
Tuesday. The video will only 
show what various students 
wanted to show. In some 
cases, their faces or messages 
will not be visible. 

dave.johnson@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @DaveJIheTribune 


■ YARD SALE: Donations welcome for May event 

Old bottles and toys to aid feral cat initiative 


VICTORIA GRAY 
InPort Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - 
The Port Colborne Feline 
Initiative will host its bian¬ 
nual yard sale and bottle 
drive next month in support 
of its spay and neuter clinic, 
Operation CatSnips. 

The event will be held at 
St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic 
Church Hall on King St. on 
Saturday, May 5, from 8 a.m. 

Donations for the yard 
sale and alcohol botdes and 


cans for the bottle drive can 
be dropped off at the hall on 
Friday, May 4, from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. 

Yard sale donations can 
include children’s toys and 
household knick knacks, 
gently used furniture and 
anything that can fetch a price 
to help support the clinic. 

PCFI vice-president Wendy 
Ross says feral cat colonies 
can grow very quickly. 

“Each time a cat is spay 
or neutered, the birth rate is 
lowered significantly, result¬ 
ing in fewer homeless, aban¬ 


doned or euthanized cats and 

Without the spay and 
neuter clinic PCFI wouldn't 
be able to reduce the number 
of kittens feral colonies pro¬ 
duce in the area. 

“It’s really important to 
stop their breeding to reduce 
the number of cats living out¬ 
doors and suffering," she says. 

The organization has put 
more than 400 cats through 
the trap, neuter and release 
program and has helped find 
permanent homes for 40 cats 
and kittens. 
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■ NEW STORE: Making sport affordable 


Grinding a 
new Port 
niche 

VICTORIA GRAY 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — Josh Alek 
started skateboarding when he was 13 
years old. It made him feel free and kept 
him out of trouble. 

He wants to share that freedom 
through his new store, Presidents Skate 
Shop, inside Play Hard Niagara on Main 
St. inPortColborne. 

"It’s a huge adrenaline rush when 
you land tricks,” he said. “It feels 
good to land something you haven’t 
before because it gives you a sense of 
accomplishment.” 

Randy Ryerson, owner of Play Hard 
Niagara and E-Ride Niagara, saw an 
opportunity to break into the skate¬ 
boarding market in Port Colborne — 
and especially now that a park at Lock 
8 is on its way and there were no other 
shops in Port Colborne 

“We want to make it affordable for 
everyone,” Alek said. “We're trying 
to price things so everyone can be 

If they are skating they 
aren't vandalizing things.” 

Josh Alek, owner of Presidents Skate Shop 


The store has built up its inventory 
over the past month it has operated. 

Ryerson and Alek are building a half¬ 
pipe behind the store where skaters can 
hang out, and even get lessons. 

“It can be very intimidating to go to a 
skate park if you don’t know what you're 
doing, especially if other skaters are 
around,” Alek said. "I want to share that 
sense of accomplishment and what I've 
learned over the years.” 

Alek and his associate, Victor Hood, 
hope to give lessons at a very minimal 

Ryerson and Alek believe skateboard¬ 
ing, like many other sports, help keep 
children and young adults out of trouble. 

Parents have come into the store and 
thanked the two for building the half¬ 
pipe, they said, because their children 
have been issued tickets for skateboard¬ 
ing downtown. 

“If they are skating they aren’t vandal¬ 
izing things," Alek said. 

victoria.groy@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @VixeyG 




VICTORIA GRAY Staff Photo 
Kassandra Ryerson, and Josh Alek, 
owner of Presidents Skate Shop In Port 
Colborne, Inside Play Hard Niagara. 


VICTORIA GRAY Staff Photo 
Alek hopes to share his love of 
skateboarding with the community by 
offering a half-pipe to hang out on and 
skateboarding lessons In addition to 
skateboard paraphernalia. 
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See all the news unfolding 24/7 


Coming Soon! 

$ 2 Garbage Tag Fee 

Starts Monday, April 30 


Residents living in single family homes or apartments 
with six units or less who need to put out an extra bag 
or can of garbage have two options; _ 


• Use one of the new $ 2 tags or 

• Use two of the existing $ l tags 

(*l tags will not expire) 


52 tags will be available starting April 27 at retail locations across 
Niagara. Visit our website for a full list of retail locations. 

Residents with a medical exemption can use their existing tags 
and continue to place a single tag on extra garbage bags or cans. 
Single family homes and apartments with 
six units or less may place Blue and 
Grey Box recydables and Green Bin 
materials out in unlimited 
quantities every 

week. (More Recycling) 


Rethink 

me 



NiagaraRegion 
www.niagararegion.ca 

Waste Info-Line 905-356-4141 or 1-800-594-5542 


■ BEREAVEMENT: Education session later this month 



Supplied photo 

Beth Bailey, left, and Marny Williams-Balodis are the founders of The Hummingbird 
Centre for Hope. They are featured presenters at the annual Bereavement 
Education Day to be held at Four Points Suites in Thorold on Friday, April 27. 


New approaches to 
grief to be explored 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPort News Staff 

THOROLD — It’s been 25 years since 
Bereavement Resource Council of 
Niagara began providing much-needed 
support for people experiencing loss. 

And the need is just as great now as it 
was when the council began more than 
two decades ago. 

To assist people working in the grief 
counselling field, BRCN will host its 
annual Bereavement Education Day 
April 27 at Four Points by Sheraton on 
Schmon Pkwy. in Thorold. 

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. fol¬ 
lowed by workshops from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Cost is $85 a person, which 
includes a buffet luncheon and all-day 
refreshments and snacks. About 65 
people are expected to attend. 

The day is an opportunity for people 
working in the field to come together, 
learn new approaches and network with 
one another, council past-president 
Nancy Riou said. 

Morning workshops New Perspectives 
on Grief Support and I Choose the Red 
Shoes will be led by Dr. Bill Webster, 
founder and executive director of The 
Centre for the Grief Journey. 

In addition to facilitating grief sup¬ 
port programs in numerous commu¬ 
nities, Webster offers individual and 
family grief counselling. He also con¬ 
ducts professional seminars and educa¬ 
tional programs regarding grief in both 
North American and Britain. Webster 
is a member of the Association for 
Death Education and Grief Counselling, 


which recently awarded him the pres¬ 
tigious Fellow in Thanatology from the 
University of Illinois in recognition of 
his work and his contribution to the 
field of grief counselling. 

In the afternoon, founders of The 
Hummingbird Centre for Hope, Beth 
Bailey and Mamy Williams-Balodis, wifi 
present Finding Hope in Widowhood, 
which addresses the 



It's crucial that bereavement sup¬ 
port resources remain available in the 
community, said Riou, who facilitates 
a support group at St. Kevin’s church 
in Welland on the second and fourth 
Thursday of every month from 7 p.m. to 
9 p.m. It’s an opportunity for people to 
share their stories and speak about how 
loss has impacted their lives, Riou said, 
calling it an important part of the heal¬ 
ing process. 

For more information on the support 
group or on BRCN’s Education Day, 
contact Riou at 905-732-3969. 














■ 17 


FRIDAY, APRIL 13,2012 ■ INPORT NEWS 


■ FIRE: Five treated and released from hospital in Port Colborne blaze 

Bunny rescued from Easter fire 
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Volunteers plant beach grass on Pleasant Beach dune 
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■ SHAW FESTIVAL: Program comes to Port High 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 


Actress Patty Jamieson, who plays Mother in the musical 
Ragtime currently showing at Shaw Festival Theatre in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, speaks to Port Colborne High School 
drama students who are seeing the musical next week and 
took part in a workshop about it Wednesday at the high school. 


Actress delivers 
history lesson 


DAVEJOHNSON 
InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — 
Actress Patty Jamieson gave 
Port Colborne High School 
drama students a little his¬ 
tory lesson before taking 
them through some acting 
exercises last week. 

Jamieson plays Mother in 
thwe musical Ragtime, now 
showing at Shaw Festival 
Theatre in Niagara-on- 
the- Lake. 

Ragtime tells the story 
of three groups in the U.S. 
represented by Coalhouse 
Walker Jr., a Harlem musi¬ 
cian; Mother, the matri¬ 
arch of a white upper-class 
family in New Rochell, N.Y.; 
and Tateh, a Latvian Jewish 
immigrant. It’s set in the 
early 1900s, at a time when 
many immigrants were 


making their way to America 
and New York City. 

During the artist-in-the- 
class workshop, a program 
run by Shaw Festival, stu¬ 
dents learned some history 
of the period, about ragtime 
music and what living and 
social conditions were like 
for some people during that 
time period. 

Suzanne Merriam, edu¬ 
cation manager at Shaw, 
said the workshop pro¬ 
gram funded by the Halo 
Foundation sees the theatre 
link up with District School 
Board of Niagara to bring it 
to six schools. 

“It gives students, who 
may not get the opportunity, 
a chance to see the theatre 
at a world-class calibre,” she 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 


Proposed Regional Policy Plan Amendment 1-2012 
Niagara’s Economic Gateway Zone and Centre 


Proposed Change 

The Region's Growth Management Strategy, Niagara 
2031 includes policies which implement the 
Provincial Growth Plan's Economic Gateway Zone 
and Centre designations. RPPA 1-2012, Niagara's 
Economic Gateway Zone and Centre Amendment 
provides strategic direction for the development 
of employment lands within the Gateway and 
outlines a land use strategy to support economic 
development and job creation in these areas. 

Niagara Region has prepared a draft Amendment 
including policies and mapping for RPPA 1-2012 to 
include into the Regional Policy Plan which can be 
viewed at (www.niagararegion.ca). 

Have Your Say 

Public input on this proposed amendment is 
welcomed and encouraged. You can provide input 
by speaking at the public meeting or by making a 
written submission to the Region. Please note that 
unless you do one of the above, you may not be able 
to appeal the decision later. 

Written Submission 

To provide input in writing or to request personal 
notice if the proposed change is adopted, please 
send a letter c/o Regional Clerk, Niagara Region, 

2201 St. David's Road, P.O. Box 1042,Thorold, Ontario 
L2V 4T7, or email kevin.bain@niagararegion.ca. 


Public Meeting 

This public meeting is being held under the 
provisions of Section 17 of the Planning Act at the 
following time and place: 

Date: Wed., April 25,2012 
Time: 1 p.m. 

Location: Niagara Region Headquarters - 
Campbell West Building 
Council Chambers 
2201 St. David's Road,Thorold, ON 
More Information 

For more information about the proposed 
Amendment please contact Brian Dick, Senior 
Planner, MCIP, RPP by phone at (905) 685-1571, ext. 
3365, or by email at brian.dick@niagararegion.ca. 

A copy of the proposed Amendment and 
information and materials related to the 
Amendment are available for inspection in the 
Integrated Community Planning Department at the 
above address Monday to Friday between 8:30 am 
and 4:30 pm. 

Special accessibility accommodations and 
materials in alternate formats can be arranged 
by contacting the Niagara Region's Accessibility 
Advisory Coordinator at 905-685-4225 ext. 3252 or 
accessibility@niagararegion.ca 


LEGAL NOTICE 

Section 17 of The Planning Act 
t a public meeting or make wri 


Regional Municipality of Niagara before 
s a party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario 
on or public body as a party. 

e a written request to the Regional Clerk and such request 


NiagaraRegion 


www.niagararegion.ca 


see SHAW FESTIVAL | page 23 


|~fj /niagararegion [fc] @niagararegion 

















Get store coupon at gas bar | /^ISSMBIES^ 


TV 


INPORT NEWS ■ FRIDAY, APRIL 13, 2012 


50 * % » 

now 69.99 J 

24V Cordless Grass 
Trimmer/Edger. 


55 % 


Folding Work Platform. 


70 % 

now 19.49 


6-piece pliers 
set. 

High visability handles. 


DECT 6.0 __ 

Cordless PhoneT 


MONROE BRAKE 
SERVICE 

save 25 % 

On the purpose and installation of 
Monroe premium brake parts. 


Em 

60 % 

now 1.59 

BBQ Flex Igniter. 

Reg. 3.99 

Other Flex Igniter. 

Reg. 5.99-12.00 ...2.39-5.19 


PORT COLBORNE MALL 

WESTSIDE ROAD, PORT COLBORNE 

905 - 835-1155 



- STORE HOURS - 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 9AM TO 9PM 
SATURDAY: 9AM TO 6PM 
SUNDAY: 9AM TO 5PM 
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dassifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


> Pets Real Estate Vacation ! 

' Agriculture |^| Rentals Travel ^ E 


J Announcements 


H ST Q 


fr% Professional 13 
t |Q| Services ^ 


Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Online: inportnews.classifiedextra.ca Email: placeit@classifiedextra.ca 


Sell it 

in the classifieds 
1-866-541-6757 


cnunou/ 

loney against your car. 

Cash Depot 
226 King St., Welland. 
905-788-3000 


If you don’t sell it, 


antiques 

Collectibles 


Gold, jewellery, coins, watches, a collection _ 

There is a better & more reliable way to sell!! ASK TH__ 

and when you know" then decide. No-cost advice when done in store. 
Ask LEON, CPPAG certified appraiser “ Forum Galleries Antiques, 
2017 Niagara Stone Road, Niagara-on-the-Lake Cell: 905 - 321-1918 



apt. Cer 
Fridge /si 


^TOUT 

1 BDRM upper apt. 20! 
Hellems Ave. #3. Closi 

105)735-7039 Ca 


Apartments A6io 
Unfurnished 


905-401-8495 


Call: 905-732-9141. , 




! BDRM. FONTHILL 

dinning rm, laundry’, 
1 st/last $975+ hydro 


appliances^ parkin^ji 


735 9 -3420 OVe 


Apartments A6io 
Unfurnished 


{jtjLocMunt.! 

2BDRMS. Spacious & 
quiet mature living. 

security entrance,’ 
close to Maple park, 

579 CLAREAVE 
Call 905-735-5748 



Apartments A6io 
Unfurnished 

Apartments A6io j 
Unfurnished 

BEAUTIFUL 

RIVERSIDE 

TERRACE 

NEAR PUPO’S 

— 

iSS 

available. Unique floor 
plans, view of river. 

centrally located 

Call Kim today: 

905-788-3698 

CONCORDE 

PLACE 

Of course. ^ 

climbing stairs, ! 

No more t 

mowing the lawn, < 

No shoveling snow, , 

apartment home. * 

Security Freedom! 

For a visit 
please call 
905-734-6197 

155 A Hagar Street. 

SELL'iT ’ ‘ 

F ITS ALL ‘ 
CLASSIFIEDS 

BIG or small 
We’ve got it all! 

Apartments abib 
East 

1-866-541-6757 

YOUR AD 

TODAY!! 


FISHING FOR THE 
PERFECT APT? 

CATCH THIS! 

Fantastic 1 & 2 bdrm 
apts. Fully carpeted, 

wonderful view of 
recreational waterway, 
bike path & more. One 
look & you’ll be hooked. 
Call Rob (905)735-3455^ 

2 BDRM, all bills pd., , 

prkg, frig/stve, Avail 
May 1st. (905)735- 
2508or905-359-63^ 47g 

| 0 PP0RTUN/7>| 

Classified Extra 
Place an ad 
by phone in 
any one of 
our well-read 
newpapers 

1-866-541-6757 

HAIST ST FONTHILL 

quiet 11 unit, Carport & 
laundry. 905-356-0475^ 

KINGS MANOR on Glen 

apts. $685 & $795 all 

Extra storageJto dogs 

Halls/ A645 

Weddinq Rentals 

WELLAND OPTIMIST 

x-mas, BDay, Showers, 
Etc. Up to 50 ppl. Fully 
access. Bill 736-3000^ 

Laundry, parking, Non- 

1700 & 9 $900 °+ hydro! 
289-821-4585 

Houses A650 

RENT TO OWN HOME 

Port Colborne 

3 bedrooms with garage. 
Bad Credit No Problem 
1-888-222-0463 ^ 


Employment 


ATTENTION 

READERS 


_ money in 

response to Employ- 
—* - Job Oppor- 


LOTH 

something 
to sell? 

Find the 
right 

buyer with 

classifiedextraxa 

1-866-541-6757 



just right for your ad? 

classifiedextraxa 

Call at 

1-866-541-6757 and 


PORTCOLBORNE 
EARN EXTRA CASH 
ADULTS, STUDENTS, 
SENIORS 

CARRIER WANTED 
IN YOUR 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 


309 Davis St & Mitchell St $18.00 

334 Johnston St $18.00 

305 Johnston St $14.00 

307 McRae Ave $14.00 

393/521 Humboldt Pkwy $30.00 

Please Call 

905-732-2414 - Charlene Ext. 270 



iELL! 


flnSSafsm 


Care 

Providers 


I’M DOING CHILD 
CARE IN MY OWN 


REQUIRED 


Now hiring 

Door to Door. PRES¬ 
TIGE AIR PHOTO is 
looking for indepen- 


TRAVEL Y FREE^jOM 


FORM TRAVELLING? 


$49/mo. 

i16-6^2 fl now? 


1-866-416-6772 NOWI 
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BplPil 


tpi 


„ 1 - 8 ^ 2 ^ 4318 , 



thewroni 

Don’t give your ad 

<r kind of shelf life. P 

m Connect with more 
|J potential customers: 

J call 1-866-541-6757 
1 or visit us online. 



Plug into the power of classified newspaper advertising 
today. Newspaper advertising gets attention, and it gets 
results. Plus, short lead times and daily publication mean 
you can keep your advertising current in a medium that 


yc' v, ‘Ziy / I 




Brick/ si 4o 


ATTENTION 

READERS 

classifiedextra.ca 



classified extra 


r rlas<ifiedextra.ca_ 


Place it! Sell it! 



Sit back and relax! 


classifiedextra.ca delivers a powerful combination of 
newspaper and online advertising which is the 
preferred choice of Canadian consumers for delivering 
fast and effective results! 

Canada’s largest print and online classifieds network 

classifiedextra.ca 


By phone: 1-866-541-6757 Online: placeit.classifiedextra.ca 
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■ SHAW FESTIVAL 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

Port Colborne High School drama students, from left, Rachel Roy, Alicia Madere and Katelyn Lander act out an assembly line 
during an artist-in-the-class workshop, a program run by Shaw Festival Theatre. 


Port High 
students get a 
taste of Ragtime 


FROM PAGE 19 

The program includes an 
in-class workshop with one 
of the actors/actresses before 
they see a show, a backstage 
tour of Shaw and a post-show 
meeting with some of the 

Drama and dance teacher 
Amy Converset said students 
are heading to the theatre 
next week to see Jamieson 
and the other actors perform 
Ragtime. 

“Shaw Festival is very 
supportive of high schools,” 
Converset said just before the 
workshop started. 

She said Jamieson was an 
adjudicator for the school’s 
board monologue compe¬ 
tition last November and 


worked with three Port High 
students who took part in 
the event and had to pres¬ 
ent three-minute-long 
monologues. 

Katelyn Lander, from Port 
High, took first place in that 
competition, and was one of 
the students who took part in 
Wednesday’s workshop. 

Lander, Rachel Roy and 
Alicia Madere were given the 
task of acting out an assembly 
line during the workshop. 

All of the students involved 
had to act out a scene given to 
them by Jamieson and their 
fellow students had to try and 
guess what it was about. 

dave.johnson@sunmedia. ca 
Twitter: @DaveJ1heTribune 


YOUR BREAST HEALTH 


BE AWARE 

Know your body. 

Learn the risk factors. 

GET THE FACTS 


BE PROACTIVE 

Follow breast-screening guidelines. 
Practise a healthy lifestyle. 


Call the Canadian Cancer Society to get the information you need about our Seven 
Steps to Health, screening, early detection and protecting your breast health. 



CALL OUR CANCER INFORMATION SPECIALISTS WITH YOUR QUESTIONS OR TO CONNECT 
WITH OUR SUPPORT SERVICES. 1 888 939-3333 • WWW.CANCER.CA 
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ITALIAN SAUSAGE W 3 



CUT FROM CANADA AA AND AAA BEEF 
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BONELESS 

RUMP ROAST 

|||£99 
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BROS NAN ^ 905 - 684-9663 

t AT) T T |WT T 5-3350 Merrittville Hwy. Thorold, ON L2V 4Y6 

LAlV Vj LIlN (Next to Grill on the Hill) 


Hearing instruments are 
uncomfortable and unattractive. 


Ironically, this myth persists because modern 
hearing instruments, like Agil, are so well 
concealed that most people never see them. 
The styles most people see in public are 


directly in the ear or in a large behind- 
the-ear case. Instruments nowadays are 
an astonishing blend of camouflage and 
miniaturization that disappear behind the 
ear, tinted to blend with your hair or skin 
color. They are ultra-light, and you barely 
feel the receiver as it hovers over your ear 
canal and delivers sparkling, vibrant sound. 



Hearing instruments are 
not for me. Not yet anyway. 


People who believe they have only slightly 
impaired hearing often make the mistake of 
thinking that they don't have much to gain from 
a hearing instrument. It's a shame, because they 
waste years of their lives coping and adapting, 
and missing out on the joy of being more fully 
engaged with family, friends and colleagues. 


There's only one way to dispel this myth: come 
see us at Brosnan Ear Clinic, get a hearing 
evaluation, and try Agil risk free. The only way to 
understand what you're missing is to try these 
state-of-the art hearing instruments in your own 
home, your own office and your own daily life. 

If you're suffering from hearing loss, you'll see 
how Agil can help pull you back into the more 
vibrant life you love, in a way that adapting, 
coping, and older hearing technology cannot. 


Hearing technology 
has come a long way. 

In the beginning, there was 
the ear trumpet. Its advantages 
were that it did the job (more 
or less) and didn't require 
batteries. That was a good thing, 
because a battery in those 
days weighed about 30 pounds. 
Disadvantages? Just look at it! 


With the development of 
battery powered amplification 
about a hundred years ago, 
thanks in part to development 
in the telephone industry, 
hearing aids became more 
effective. At their most basic 
they were simple amplifiers 


that added volume to unfiltered 
sound, much the same as an 
ear trumpet, but in a smaller 
and (slightly) more practical 
package. 

The development of more 
compact batteries and 
electronics in the mid-20th 
century helped make the 
hearing aid wearable, though 
not so fashionable. Even so, the 
portable, transistor-powered 
hearing aid made a real 
difference in the lives of millions 
of people with hearing loss in 
an increasingly mobile society. 

The Space Age spawned a 
huge wave of innovation in the 
miniaturization of electronics, 
audio circuits and batteries. In 
the late 70s the industry began 
to see instruments that could 
actually be custom molded and 
fitted to be worn in the ear. 

A revolution in comfort and 
convenience was in full swing, 
but the best was yet to come. 


The last 20 years have seen 
quantum leaps in hearing 
technology performance 
due to the rapid miniaturization 
of microprocessors and 
sophisticated audio signal 
processing circuits. 

Today, with nearly all the 
adjustment and sound 
processing controlled by a tiny 
on-board computer, Oticon 
has eliminated the need for 
most manual controls and has 
shrunken the modern hearing 
instrument to an astonishingly 
small size. 

Oticon's Agil: super tiny, ultra 
sleek, and high-performance. 
You won't believe that you're 
wearing the result of a century 
of audio technology tucked 
discreetly behind your ear... 
until you put it on. 


DEMO DAYS ARE ON NOW. 


Take control now, and move to where you want to 
be... in the center of your life, living every moment 
to the fullest. Try Oticon Agil RISK FREE today. 


► 


CALL TODAY to book your 

RISK FREE personalized 
demo of Oticon Agil. 













DEMO DAYS ARE BACK! 

for 3 days only : APRIL 24 - 26 


Don't let hearing loss 
shut you out from family, 
friends and life. 


e 


Hearing loss creates barriers. You find 
yourself retreating to a solitary place, losing 
touch with the people and things that are 
at the center of your world. Break out 
of the isolation of hearing loss with 
Agil from Oticon. 

Agil is the revolutionary ***** 

new hearing device that 

helps you understand . yetv ‘ rtu ° l ' Y , 

• ' invisible behind 

more with less effort. your ear. 


CALL TODAY! 


Book your FREE personalized demo of Oticon Agil. Spaces are limited. 
Don't miss this opportunity to see what Agil can do for youl 


BROSNANSr 

Ear Clinic inc. 

905 - 684-9663 

5-3350 Merrittville Hwy. Thorold, ON L2V 4Y6 (Next to Grill on the Hill) 















